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ances have you been given that steps are
being taken to prevent this from happening
again on future VIP trips?

The President. Let me say, first of all, I
had an extensive briefing yesterday by the
Commanding General of the Air Force and
by the general whom he put in charge of
the review. And as you might imagine, for
me it was a very painful personal experience
because of my relationship with Secretary
Brown and because of the people that were
on that plane that I knew and those business
leaders that we relied on and that relied on
us.

But I have to tell you, I felt a great sense
of respect for General Fogleman that the Air
Force was completely thorough and prompt
and brutally honest in its evaluation of what
went on. And some steps have already been
taken to avert the possibility that any of these
errors could be made again. and I am con-
vinced, absolutely convinced, that others will
be taken.

I also would tell you that if you had sat
through the briefing as I did—I kept thinking
that this peculiar mix of circumstances, if
only one or two little things had happened
the crash might not have occurred. That
whole unit over there was working so hard
to do so much different kind of work, but
that this is why—because the risks are always
there, this is why the procedures, the rules
that the Air Force puts in place, are so impor-
tant to be followed.

And so I would say that the American peo-
ple should feel reassured that the top leader-
ship of the Air Force got to the bottom of
this, did it in a hurry, and was completely
honest, with no back-covering at all in its
straightforward report on this accident.

Burning of Black Churches
Q. Sir, there was another fire at a Black

southern church last night, sir. Do you think
there is a national conspiracy or a resurgence
in racism in America?

The President. Well, I’m going to have
more to say about that tomorrow at my radio
address. All I can tell you right now is we
are working very hard to get to the bottom
of this. When I was in Louisiana last week,
where several of these bombings—these
burnings have occurred, I spoke personally

to the United States Attorney about it to get
a personal report on what the status was in
Louisiana of those cases and to reaffirm my
determination to do everything we could to
get to the bottom of it. So I’ll have some
more to say about it tomorrow. We will be
doing everything we can.

Meeting With Senator Bob Dole
Q. Mr. President, to follow up on Wolf’s

question, you have just a few days left before
Senator Dole leaves the Senate. Would you
like to invite him here at this moment?

The President. Well, we have had some
indirect communication back and forth about
how we ought to proceed from here on out.
I don’t think we should discuss it in a press
conference.

I do want to say again how much I feel,
along with all Americans, that I thank him
for his years of service in the Senate. I do
believe he is trying to pass this Kennedy-
Kassebaum bill. I’d like to try to help him
do it. And I would like for him to feel that
he is leaving the Senate on a positive note.

I can’t say that I have the same good wish-
es about the next 5 months, but I would like
to do that. And so I hope we can work it
out.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Proclamation 6903—Flag Day and
National Flag Week, 1996
June 7, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
There is no better symbol of our country’s

values and traditions than the Flag of the
United States of America. Chosen by the
Continental Congress in 1777, it continues
to exemplify the profound commitment to
freedom, equality, and opportunity made by
our founders more than two centuries ago.
Our flag’s proud stars and stripes have long
inspired our people, and its beautiful red,
white, and blue design is known around the
world as a beacon of liberty and justice.

VerDate 28-OCT-97 09:36 Jan 06, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P23JN4.007 p23jn4



1012 June 7 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

Today, America’s flag graces classrooms,
statehouses, courtrooms, and churches, serv-
ing as a daily reminder of this Nation’s past
accomplishments and ongoing dedication to
safeguarding individual rights. The brave
members of our Armed Forces carry ‘‘Old
Glory’’ with them as they fulfill their mission
to defend the blessings of democracy and
peace across the globe; our banner flies from
public buildings as a sign of our national
community; and its folds drape the tombs of
our distinguished dead. The flag is a badge
of honor to all—a sign of our citizens’ com-
mon purpose.

This week and throughout the year let us
do all we can to teach younger generations
the significance of our flag. Its 13 red and
white stripes represent not only the original
colonies, but also the courage and purity of
our Nation, while its 50 stars stand for the
separate but united States of our Union. Let
us pledge allegiance to this flag to declare
our patriotism and raise its colors high to ex-
press our pride and respect for the American
way of life.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved
August 3, 1949 (63 Stat. 492), designated
June 14 of each year as ‘‘Flag Day’’ and re-
quested the President to issue an annual
proclamation calling for its observance and
for the display of the Flag of the United
States on all Federal Government buildings.
The Congress also requested the President,
by joint resolution approved June 9, 1966 (80
Stat. 194), to issue annually a proclamation
designating the week in which June 14 falls
as ‘‘National Flag Week’’ and calling upon
all citizens of the United States to display
the flag during that week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim June 14, 1996, as Flag
Day and the week beginning June 9, 1996,
as National Flag Week. I direct the appro-
priate officials to display the flag on all Fed-
eral Government buildings during that week,
and I urge all Americans to observe Flag Day
and National Flag Week by flying the Stars
and Stripes from their homes and other suit-
able places.

I also call upon the people of the United
States to observe with pride and all due cere-

mony those days from Flag Day through
Independence Day, also set aside by Con-
gress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to honor our
Nation, to celebrate our heritage in public
gatherings and activities, and to publicly re-
cite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of
the United States of America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of June, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 11, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 12.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

June 1
The President declared a major disaster in

the State of Kentucky and ordered Federal
aid to supplement State and local recovery
efforts in the area struck by severe storms,
flooding, and tornadoes on May 28.

The President declared a major disaster in
the State of Minnesota and ordered Federal
aid to supplement State and local recovery
efforts in the area struck by flooding begin-
ning March 14 and continuing.

June 3
In the evening, the President attended a

Democratic National Committee dinner at
the Jefferson Hotel. Later, he attended a din-
ner for the Democratic Business Council at
the Sheraton Carlton Hotel.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jeffrey Davidow as the Assistant
Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs.
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